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BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

NOTES 

RECEPTION-The annual Members' Day reception was held in Memorial 
Hall on the afternoon of May 18, I9I1, on which occasion a large number of 
members and invited guests were present. 

NEW ROOMS-Two additional rooms have been opened and fitted up in 
the basement for the remainder of the Frishmuth antiquarian collection, making 
a suite of five rooms, in which the entire collection will soon be installed. 

C_to 

NEW MEMBERS-Following is a list of Annual Members who have been 
elected since the appearance of the April BULLETIN: 

MISS LOUISE W. BODINE G. COLESBERRY PURVES 
MISS MARY E. CONVERSE AV. HINCKLE SMITH 
MRS. HENRY C. DAVIS SAMUEL SNELLENBURG 
THOMAS B. HARBISON MRS. WILLIAM C. WATT 
ARTHUR MALCOLM MISS MIARIA S. WILKINS 
MRS. JOHN W. PEPPER 

COVER DESIGN-The new cover design used in this issue of the BUL- 
LETIN was executed by Mary R. Donovan, a pupil of the School. 

ORIENTAL RUGS-An important collection of antique Oriental rugs will 
be placed on exhibition at any early day. This collection will be described in 
the next number of the BULLETIN. 

0*c 

MIRROR SET-A beautifully executed mirror set, of carved wood and com- 
position, in the style of the Adam Brothers, English furniture makers of the 
late eighteenth century, has recently been obtained by purchase and is now 
hung over the Adam mantel in the English eighteenth century alcove in the 
furniture room. The set, which includes a central mirror and side sconces, 
is illustrated on another page in this issue of the BULLETIN. 

SCHOOL NOTES-Various governments, including our own, have main- 
tained scholarships at Rome for the study of architecture, sculpture, painting 
and music (France having done so for two hundred and fifty years), but no 
such opportunity has existed for industrial art. A plan for the development 
of some of our more exceptional pupils, by study in Italy, has, however, 
just been made possible through the establishment of scholarships for the 
purpose, by Mrs. James Mifflin and Mrs. Joseph F. Sinnott, for 1912. The 
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MIRROR SET 

By the Adam Brothers 

England, Late Eighteenth Century 
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student will be placed under the direction of certain competent advisers and 
instructors while abroad, and his work, both subject and amount, planned, and 
the studies, models, etc., become the property of the school. The Director of 
the Art Department will spend July and August in Italy, making the necessary 
preliminary arrangements. 

Mr. Yellin, the instructor in wrought iron, has received the order for the 
gates of the chapel of St. Columba, in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
New York City, probably the most important opportunity offered in this 
country for such work. It is worthy of note, also, that the choir stalls of the 
Cathedral, said to be the finest wood carving ever done in America, were made 
by another former pupil of the School, Mr. John Barber; so that the institu- 
tion has contributed its share to the production of artistic crafts work. 

To encourage the collection of good, effective elements for use in decora- 
tive illustration, the graduating class of 19II offered two prizes for the best 
sets of this material, which were awarded to Mary Anna Gerst and Jane 
Frances Shields. The studies are interpretations from nature of plant growth 
and animal life of earth, air and water. 

A prize was awarded by Mrs. T. Coleman DuPont to Mabel Bruce Hall, 
for her design in a competition for a fountain. The idea will be executed 
in cement, at Mrs. DuPont's country place this summer by Mr. Spear. 

The Commencement exercises of the School were held at the Broad Street 
Theatre on the evening of June ISt. The orator of the evening was Charles 
Heber Clarke, Esq., his subject being "The Man Who Knows How." 

The graduating class of the Art Department held Class Day exercises on 
Wednesday, May 3Ist. The class of this year numbers seventeen. 

The Alumni Association of the Textile Department held its Tenth Annual 
Meeting on June Ist and 2d. The class to graduate from this Department is 
also seventeen. 

Of the seventeen men who graduated from the Textile School this year, 
positions for eleven were virtually assured before the end of the term, while 
ten applications from some of the best mills in the country were on file in 
the office of the Director of the School. 

The case of the seventeen Art School graduates is about the same, the 
number of positions as teachers, designers, etc., which are offered and are 
under consideration and which it is hoped that former students may be found 
to fill during the next few weeks, being just about equal to that of the grad- 
uates who are not already definitely placed. 

At the Annual Meeting of the National Federation of Art, held at Wash- 
ington, D. C., May I6th, I7th, and I8th, an address was made by Principal 
Miller on a National School of Industrial Art and a committee was appointed 
to promote the establishment of such a school in the near future. The mem- 
bership of this committee is as follows: 

MR. LEE MCCLUNG, Chairman Washington 
MR. THOMAS NELSON PAGE Washington 
MRS. FRANKLIN MACVEAGH Washington 
MR. J. M. HEWLITT New York 
MR. LESLIE W. MILLER Philadelphia 
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Mr. Miller is to address the American Association of Photographers at 
its Annual Convention at St. Paul, Minn., on July 22d. 

The Textile School has come to be very generally recognized as the 
trusted arbiter of the many questions regarding quality of goods, contract 
requirements, etc., and is rendering in this connection an important service, 
not only to commercial and manufacturing interests of the country, but to 
the Government itself. 

The Philadelphia Textile School is a court of last appeal for problems 
in manufacture of textiles. The woolen and worsted specifications, under 
which most of the contracts are now awarded for such fabrics, were compiled 
or revised by the leading members of the School's faculty. The Director 
also acts as consulting textile expert for the Quartermaster Department of 
the Army on disputed questions as to whether the goods delivered do, or 
do not, meet specification requirements. Many of the samples submitted with 
the proposals for the Navy contracts are duly examined at the School for the 
purpose of ascertaining if the samples fully comply with the Department's 
specifications. Commercial organizations are also depending more and more 
upon the School's expert advice as to the cause for imperfections in goods 
delivered. 

The Director is also called upon to act as textile expert in cases of liti- 
gation before the courts, as well as in cases before the general appraisers 
customs court, as to composition of textile materials in goods imported. Ques- 
tions of fiber and twist, character of dye used, treatment in finish and of 
moisture contained materials, difficulties of structure and design, are only a 
small part of the many problems constantly arising for technical advice and 
adjustment. A very recent problem submitted was one where it was claimed 
by the purchaser of some three hundred suits of clothing, after he had, through 
one of his foremen, presumed to have made a test, that the material, although 
bought for all wool, contained a certain percentage of cotton. On the strength 
of the foreman's test the clothing was all returned. The seller was very much 
worried and went direct to the man of whom he purchased the cloth. Accord- 
ing to the seller's test there was no cotton in the goods. The buyer, not being 
satisfied, went to a New York cloth examining and sponging works and had 
them make a test. The report was unfavorable. He then went back to the 
man of whom he purchased the cloth and submitted the report. The reply 
was that the goods were exactly as he had represented them-all wool, and 
that he would not accept such a report, but would advise the man that if he 
would come to Philadelphia and submit the goods to the Philadelphia Textile 
School for analysis and chemical test and that if they reported unfavorably, 
he would take all the suits off his hands and reimburse him for all his loss. 
This was agreed to. The man came and with him the foreman who originally 
turned the goods down. The test was duly made in their presence and no 
cotton was found, and all parties were satisfied-the maker of the clothes in 
particular, because in addition to the three hundred suits in question, we after- 
wards learned that he had made up over five hundred more for his Western 
trade. 
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